PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT/US98/21292 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

United States Patent and Trademark 

Office 

(Box PCT) 

Crystal Plaza 2 

Washington, DC 20231 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
28 June 1999 (28.06.99) 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
5588-61111 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
09 October 1998 (09.10.98) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

10 October 1997 (10.10.97) 


Applicant 

RAMEY, Samuel, C. etal ^ . 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

[3<] in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

12 April 1999(12.04.99) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



0 
□ 



The election 

was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Christelle Croci 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



2697106 



PATENT COOPERATION TREA 

PCX LWlPo 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
5588-61111 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPE A/4 1 6) 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
09 OCTOBER 1998 


Priority date (day /month/year) 
10 OCTOBER 1997 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(6): HOIR 13/62, 13/648 and US CI.: 439/159, 607, 541.5 


Applicant 
ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total 



sheets. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings amended 
during international preliminary examination and/or containing rectifications made before this Authority. 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 



I 


[1 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 
12 APRIL 1999 


Date of completion of this report 
14 JULY 1999 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of Paienis and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington. D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer / ^^-^ N 

STEVEN STEPHAN Cfj^ ^ ^ j^/^ 
Telephone No. (703) 308-O95^?^l_J ^ ¥ f ^ 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 



L Basis of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of: 

the international application as originally filed. 



the description, pages 1-9 



pages NONE 
pages NONE 
pages 



the claims, pages 1-38 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 
pages 



the drawings, sheets/6g 1-10 



sheets/ftg NONE 



sheets^ NONE 
sheets/fig 



, as originally filed. 
, filed with the demand. 
, filed with the letter of . 
, filed with the letter of . 



as originally filed. 

as amended under Anicle 19. 

filed with the demand. 

filed with the letter of 

filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed. 
, filed with the demand. 
, filed with the letter of _ 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: pages: NONE 



sheets of drawings/ 



NONE 



3. I [ This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Suppl e m e ntal Box. Additional 
observations below. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
NONE 



11. Priority 

1- rn This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the 

— prescribed time limit requested: 

I I copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

I I translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

2. rn This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

— has been found invalid. 

Thus for the purpose of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (second sheet) (July 1992)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Incernational application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appIicabiUty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-36 ■ YES 

Claims NONE ^_ NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims ^36 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1:36 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-36 meets the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a header 
connector apparatus comprising a body having a dovetail member, an actuator button in operation with the dovetail member, 
and an ejector mechanism configured to eject a card inserted into the body member. 

NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (fifth sheet) (July 1992)* 



Express Mail Nc^ £M4662'45044US 

PCT 

REQUEST 



The undersigned requests ihar the present 
intcmaiional application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treat}'. 



For receiving Office use onK 



International Applicaiion No. 



International Filine Date 



Name of receiving OfTice and *^?CT International Application" 



Applicant *s or agent's file reference 

0/ desired/ fJ2 eha^taerz madmum) 5588-6 1111 



Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 

MODULE HEADER APPARATUS 



Box No. II APPLICANT 



of residence is indicated beion.j 

ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 
800 East Eighth Street 
New Albany, IN 47150 
United States of America 



country/ o/rt 



f official 
ryo/the 
Uf no State 



I I This person is also inventor. 



Telephone No. 

(812) 945-0211 



Facsimile No. 



(812) 941-3528 



Teleprinter No. 



Slate tikat is, country-/ of nationalit>-: 

US 


State (that is, country/ < 


>f residence: 

US 


This person is applicant | | all designated |— | all designated Stales except | 1 ihe United States 1 1 the States indicated in 

for the purposes of: I 1 Sutes _Xi the United States of Amenca I 1 of America onK | | 5JJ}t;Te™««^^ 


Box No. Ill FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (F^fRTHER) IN\XNTOR(S) 





Name and zddrtss- (Family name foUoMfed by given name: for a legal entity, full official 
aesignatton. The address must include postal code and name of country. The countrvofthe 
address indicated tn this Box is the applicant sState (that is. country/ of residence if no State 
of reside nee IS indicated below./ ^ 

RAMEY, Samuel C. 
1906 Lauderdale Road 
Louisville, KY 40205 
United States of America 



State (that is, country/ of national ii>': 



US 



This person is: 

I I applicant only 

I x| applicant and inventor 

{ I inventor only (If this eheckSax 
*— * 0 marked do not fill in below J 



State (that is, country/ of residence: 



US 



This person is applicant 
for the purposes of: 



□ all d«ignaied 1 | all dcsi^atcd States except frn ihc United States | 1 the Slates indicated 
States I 1 the United States of Amcnca UU of America onlv | | ihe SupplemcnuJ B 

Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are indicated on a continuation sheet 



m 
Box 



Box No. I\' AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 



The person identified below is hereby .Oias been appointed to act on behalf 
of the applicani(s) before the competent International Authorities as: 



[x I »gcnt I I common representative 



Name and address: (family name followed b\ given name: for a legal entin full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country./ 
NIEDNAGEL. Timothy E. 
BARNES & THORNBURG 
11 South Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
United States of America 



Telephone No. 

(317) 236-1313 



Facsimile No. 
(317) 231-7433 



Teleprinter No. 



I Address for correspondence: .Mark this check-box where no agent or common represeniaiive is/has been appointed and the 
I f space above is usee instead to mdicarc z special address to which correspondence should be sent. 



Form PCT/RO 101 (firs: sheet) (July J 998) 



See Sotes to the request form 



Sheet No. . . 2. . . . 



Continuation of Box No. Ill FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 



If none of the following sub^boxts is used, this sheet should not be included in the request 


Name and address: fFamiivname fodoy^ed bv given name: for a legal ennry.full official 
designan on The address must include pos talc ode and name ofcountrx. The country of the 
address indicated tn this Box is the applicant s State ft hat is, country j of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated be lay*, j 

KUSTERS, Johannes Petrus Maria 
3226 Slate Creek Court, Apt. 1 
New Albany, IN 47150 
United States of America 


This person is: 

1 1 applicant only 

1 X 1 applicant and inventor 

1 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
*— ^ is marked do not fill in below.j 


Stale {that is. country) of national ii> : 

NL 


^tmte (that is, coumryj of residence: 

US 


This person is appiicani all designated all designated States except |— 1 the United States |— l the States indicated in 
for the purposes of: 1 1 Suics 1 1 the United Siaies of Amenca ^y 1 of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


Name and address: fFamiivname followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address rnust include postal code and name of country. The country of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant sState (that is, couniryj ofrtsidenceifno State 
of residence is indicated below j 

BRAINARD, John Paul 
8417 Ambrosse Lane 
Louisville, KY 40299 
United States of America 


This person is: 

[ 1 applicant only 

1 X 1 applicant and inventor 

1 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
■"^ is mark£d. do not fill in below.) 


State Cthat is, countryj of nationalitN : 

US 


State (that is. countryj of residence: 

US 


This person is appiicani l— l all desicnaicd (—1 all designated Suies except rrn the United States p-| the States indicated in 
for the purposes of: 1 1 States * 1 1 the United States of Amenca |X I of Amenca only | | the Supplemental Box 


Name and address: (Family name followed bv given name: for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal'code and name ofcountrv. The country of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant sState (that is. countryj of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below, j 


This person is: 

{ 1 applicant only 

1 1 applicant and inventor 

1 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
1 is marked, do not fill in below.j 


Slate (that is, countryj of nationalit> : 


State (that is, countryj of residence: 


This person is applicant f~] all designated r~l all designated Sutes except f~l the United States T~\ the States indicated in 
for the purposes of: 1 1 Suics 1 i the United States of Amenca i 1 of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


Name and address: (Family name followed bv given name: for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal'code and name ofcountrv. The country of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant sState (that is, countryj ofresidenceifno State 
of residence is indicated below.j 


This person is: 

j 1 applicant only 

1 1 applicant and inventor 

\ 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.j 


State (that is. countryj of naiionalit> : 


State (that is. countryj of residence: 


This person is applicant T~\ all designated I 1 all desienated States exccpi r~l the United States the Stales indicated in 

for the purposes of : 1 1 States 1 1 the United States of Amenca 1 i of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


[ 1 Further applicants and'or (further) inventors are indicated on another c niinuaiion sheet. 



Form PCX "RO/lOl (continuation sheet) (July 1998) See hotes to the request form 



Sheet No- 



Box No.V 



DESIGNATION OF STATES 



The foliowing designations are hercb\ made under Rule 4.9(a) (mark the applicable check-boxes: at least one must be markedj: 
Regional Patent 

□ AP ARIPO Patent: GH Ghana. GM Gambia. KE Kenya. LS Lesotho. MU' Malawi. SD Sudan. 52 Swaziland. UG Uganda. 



□ EA 



B EP 



□ OA 



ZW Zimbabwe- and an> other State which is a Contracting State of the Harare Protocol and of the PCT 
Eurasian Patent: AM Armenia. AZ Azerbaijan. S\ Belarus. KG Kyrgyzstan, KZ Kazakhstan. MD Republic of 
Moldova. RL Russian Federation. TJ Tajikistan. TM Turkmenistan, and any other Sutc which is a Contracting State 
of the Eurasian Patent Convention and of the PCT 

European Patent: AT Austria. BE Belgium. CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein. CY Cyprus. DE Germany. 
DK Denmark. ES Spain. FI Finland, FR France. GB United Kingdom. GR Greece, IE Ireland. IT Italy. LU Luxembourg. 
MC Monaco. NL NetherJands. FT PonugaU S£ Sweden, and any other State which isaContncting State of the European 
Patent Convention and of the PCT 

OA PI Patent: BF Burkina Faso. BJ Benin. CF Central African Republic. CG Congo. CI C6ted'Ivoire. CM Cameroon. 
GA Gabon. GN Guinea. ML Mali, MR Mauritania, NE Niger. SN Senegal, TD Chad, TG Togo, and any other Stale 
which is a member State of QAPl and aContractine State of the PCT (if other kind of protection or treatmem desired, specify 
Guinea-Bissavr 



on dotted line) 



GW 



National Patent (if other kind of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line): 



D 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
El 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



AL Albania 

A.M Armenia 

AT Austria 

Australia 

Azerbaijan 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Barbados 

Bulgaria 

Brazil 

Belarus 

Canada 

CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 

CN China 

Cuba 

Czech Republic 

Germanx 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Spain 

Finland 

United Kingdom 

Georgia 

Ghana 

Gambia 

EPcxMKxaocauexKxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

□ MR Croatia 

Hungary 

Indonesia 

Israel 

Iceland 

Japan 

Kenya 

Kyrgyzsian 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea .... 



AU 
AZ 
BA 
BB 
BG 
BR 
BY 
CA 



CU 

CZ 

DE 

DK 

EE 

ES 

FI 

GB 

GE 

GH 

GM 



HU 

ID 

IL 

IS 

JP 

K£ 

KG 

KP 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



LS 
LT 
LU 
LV 



Lesotho . . . . 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Latvia 



MD Republic of Moldova 

MG Madagascar 

MK The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

MN Mongolia 

M>^' Malaw i 

MX Mexico 

NO Norway 

NZ New Zealand 

PL Poland 

PT Portugal 

RO Romania 

RU Russian Federation 

SD Sudan 

SE Sweden 

SG Singapore 

SI Slovenia 

SK Slovakia 

SL Sierra Leone 

TJ T^ikistan 

TM Turkmenistan 

TR Turkey 

TT Trinidad and Tobago 

UA Ukraine 

UG Uganda 

US United Stales of America 



UZ 
VN 
YU 
2W 



Uzbekistan 
Viet Nam . 
Yugoslavia 
Zimbabwe . 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



KR 
KZ 
LC 
LK 
LR 



Republic of Korea 

Kazakhstan 

Saint Lucia 
Sri Lanka 
Liberia 



Check-boxes reserved for designating States (for the purposes of 
a national paieni) which have become pan>' to the PCT after 
issuance of this sheet: 



□ 
□ 



CD Grenada 



Preca ution ar>- Designation Statement: In addition to the designations made above, the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all other 
designations which would be pcrmined under the PCT except an\ dcsignation(s) indicated in the Supplemental Box as being excluded 
from the scope of this statement. The applicant declares thai those additional designations are subject to confimiation and thai any 
designation uhich is not confirmed before the expiration of 1 5 months from the priorir\ date is to be regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
at the expiraiion of that time iimii. fConfirmction of a designation consists of the filing of a notice specifying that designation and the 
pax-ment of the designaion and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the JS-month time limit. j 



Form PCT/RO 101 (second sheet) (Jui> 199S; 



See Sotes to the request form 



Sheet No. .A. 



Box No. VI PRIORITY CLAIM 



D Further prioni> claims are indicated in the Supplemenial Box. 



Filing date 
of earlier application 

(day/m onth/yearj 



Number 
of earlier application 



Where earlier application is: 



national application: 
counin. 



regional application:* 
regional Office 



imemational application: 
receiving Office 



item ( 1 ) 

(10, 10.97) 
10 October 97 



60/063,476 



US 



item (2) 



item (3) 



The receiving Office is requested to prepare and transmit to the Intemationai Bureau a certified copy 
of the earlier app!ication(s) (only if the earlier application was filed with the Office which for the 
purposes of the present international application is the receiving Office) identified above as item(s): 

• Where the eartier application is an AHIPO application, it is mandatory to indicate in the Supplemental Box at least one country parry to the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property for which that earlier application was ftUd (Rule 4. IO(b)(ii)). See Supplemental Box. 



Ill 



Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Choice oflnternational Searching Authority (ISA) 
(if two or more Intemationai Search ine Authorities are 
competent to carry out the intemationai search, indicate 
the Authority chosen: the two-letter code may be used) . 

ISA / us 



Request to use results of earlier search; reference to that search (if an earlier 
search has been carried out by or requested from the intemationai Searching Authority): 



Date (day/montit/year) 



Number 



Country (or regional Office) 



Box No. VIII CHECK LIST; LANGUAGE OF FILING 



This international application contains 
the following number of sheets: 

request 4 

description (excluding 
sequence listing pan) 

claims 

abstract 

drawings 

sequence listing pan 
of description 



9 
5 
1 
10 



Total number of sheets 



29 



This intemationai application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 



1. 




2. 


□ 


3. 


□ 


4. 


□ 


5. 


□ 


6. 


□ 


7. 


□ 


8. 


□ 


9. 





separate indications concerning deposited microorganism or other biological material 



Figure of the drawings which 

should accompany the abstract: 1 


Language of filing of the 

iniemaiional application: ENGLISH 


Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



Acer to each stgnaiure. indicate the name of the person stgrung and the capacity in which the person signs ftf such capacity is not obvious from readmg the request). 





imothy E, ^iednagel - Agent for the Applicants 



1. 


Date of actual receipt of the purponed 
international application: 


ror rcce 




2. Drawings: 


3. 


Correaed date of actual receipt due to later bui 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purponed international application: 






1 1 received: 


4. 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Anicle 11 (2): 






1 1 not received: 


5 


Iniemaiiona! Searching AuthoriT>- , 
(if two or more are competent): ' l^A / 




6. 1 1 Transmittal of search copy delayed 
L_J until search fee is paid. 





For Imemational Bureau use onlv 



Date of receipt of the record cop} 
by the International Bureau: 



See Notes to the request form 



Form PCT'T^G 101 (las; sheet) (July 1998j 



PCX 



GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(for several international applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Rule 90,5) 



The undersigned person(s) : 

(Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 



ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 
800 East Eighth Street 
New Albany, Indiana 47150 
US 



hereby ^poini(s) the following person as: 3 ^ [ agent [ | common representative 

Name and address 

(Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, fidl official designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 
NIEDNAGEL, Timothy E.; COFFEY, William R.; HYLAND, Jerry E.; CONARD, 
Richard D.; LAMMERT, Steven R,; REZEK, Richard A.; BREEN, John P, ; WOODBURN, 
Jill L.; HARRISON, Nancy J.; CARTER, R. Trevor; KULKARNI, Dilip A.; BARRY, 
Michael M.; POWLICK, Jill T,; PAIAN, Perry; NEWMAN, Mark M. ; GILLENWATER, 
Bobby B.; HUNT, Paul B.; GZYBOWSKI , Michael S.; NULL, Robert D. ; All 
Appointed Agents of the Address: 

BARNES & THORNBURG 

11 South Meridian street 

Indianapolis,' Indiana 46204 

US 



to represent the undersigned before jCX| all the competent International Authorities 

I I the International Searching Authority only 
I I the International Preliminary Examining Authority only 

in connection with any and all international applications filed by the undersigned with the following Office 

US ■ as receiving Office 

and to make or receive payments on behalf of the undersigned. 

Signature(s) (where there are several persons, each of them must sign; next to each signature, indicau the name of the person signing and the aipacity in vMch the person 
signs, if such capacity is not obvious from reading this powerj: 




Date 



JRKE, President Day/ Month/ Year 

and Chief Executive Officer 



Form PCT/Model of general power of attorney (for several international applications) (July 1992) 



PCX 



GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(for several international applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCX Rule 90.5) 



The undersigned person(s) : 

(Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official designation The address must include postal code and name of country.) 



RAMEY, Samuel C. 
1906 Lauderdale Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 
US 



hereby appoini(s) the following person as: ^ agent [ | common representative 



Name and address 

(Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 
NIEDNAGEL, Timothy E.; COFFEY, William R.; HYLAND, Jerry E,; CONARD, 
Richard D.; LAMMERT, Steven R.; REZEK, Richard A.; BREEN, John P.; WOODBURN, 
Jill L.; HARRISON, Nancy J.; CARTER, R. Trevor; KULKT^NI, Dilip A. ; BARRY, 
Michael M. ; POWLICK, Jill T.; PALAN, Perry; NEWMAN, Mark M. ; GILLENWATER, 
Bobby B.; HUNT, Paul B.; GZYBOWSKI, Michael S.; GALLAGHER, Gerald T.; NULL, 
Robert D.; All Appointed Agents of the Address: 

BARNES & THORNBURG 

11 South Meridian Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

US 

to represent the undersigned before [ x| ail the competent International Authorities 

[ I the International Searching Authority only 
I I the International Preliminary Examining Authority only 



in connection with any and all international applications filed by the undersigned with the following Office 

US 



and to make or receive payments on behalf of the undersigned. 



as receiving Office 



Signature(s) ( where there are several persons, each of them must sign; next to each signature, indicate the name of the fxrson signing and the capacity in which the person 
^igns. if such capacity is not obvious from reading this power) : 




(10,10.98) 
Date: 10 October 1998 

Day/ Month/ Year 



Form PCT/Model of general power of attorney (for several international applications) (July 1992) 



PCX 



GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(for several international applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Rule 90.5) 



The undersigned pcrson(s) : 

(Family name folio -wed by given name: for a legal entity, Jull official designation. The address must include postal code and name of counrry,) 

KUSTERS, Johannes Petrus Maria 
3226 Slate Creek Court, Apt. 1 
New Albany, IN A7150 
United States of America 



hereby appoini(s) the following person as: | X[ agent | | common representative 

Name and address 

(Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, Jull official designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 
NIEDNAGEL, Timothy E.; COFFEY, William R. ; HYLAND, Jerry E.; CONARD, 
Richard D.; LAMMERT^ Steven R.; REZEK, Richard A.; BREEN, John P.; WOODBURN, 
Jill L.; HARRISON, Nancy J.; CARTER, R. Trevor; KULKARNI, Dilip A.; BARRY, 
Michael M.; POWLICK, Jill T.; PALAN, Perry; NEWMAN, Mark M. ; GILLENWATER, 
Bobby B.; HUNT, Paul B.; G2YBOWSKI, Michael S.; GALLAGHER, Gerald T-; NULL, 
Robert D.; All Appointed Agents of the Address: 

BARNES & THORNBURG 

11 South Meridian Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

US 

to represent the undersigned before | x| competent International Authorities 

[ I the International Searching Authority only 
I I the International Preliminary Examining Authority only 



in connection with any and all international applications filed by the undersigned with the following Office 

US 



as receiving Office 



and to make or receive payments on behaJf of the undersigned. 



StglUi to refs) (^vhen there are several persons, each of fhem must sign: naci to each signamre. indicate the name of the person signing andthecapaciiy in which the person 
signs, if such capacity is not oirvious from reading this powerj: 




(14.12.98) 

Date: /V ' ll_lOsS 



etrus Maria KUSTERS Day/ Month/ Year 



Form PCT/Model of general power of anomey (for several international applications) (July 1992) 



PCX 



GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(for several international applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Rule 90.5) 



The undersigned pcrson(s) : 

(Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

BRAINARD, John Paul 
8417 Ambrosse Lane 
Louisville, KY 40299 
United States of America 



hereby appoint(s) the following person as: agent common rcprescniaiivc 

Name and address 

(Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 
NIEDNAGEL, Timothy E.; COFFEY, William R.; HYIAND, Jerry E,; CONARD, 
Richard D.; LAMMERT, Steven R.; REZEK, Richard A.; BREEN, John P.; WOODBURN, 
Jill L.; HARRISON, Nancy J.; CARTER, R. Trevor; KULKARNI, Dilip A- ; BARRY, 
Michael M. ; POWLICK, Jill T.; PALAN, Perry; NEWMAN, Mark M. ; GILLENWATER, 
Bobby B,; HUNT, Paul B.; GZYBOWSKI, Michael S.; GALLAGHER, Gerald T.; NULL, 
Robert D.; All Appointed Agents of the Address: 

BARNES & THORNBURG 

11 South Meridian Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

US 

to represent the undersigned before | x| competent International Authorities 

I I the International Searching Authority only 
I ) the International Preliminary Examining Authority only 



in connection with any and ail international applications filed by the undersigned with the following Office 

US 



and 10 make or receive payments on behalf of the undersigned. 



as receiving Office 



Signature(s) (\*4terethm art sevtnd persons, each c/ihemrmuttign: naa to each sigrtano^.iridicat the nam cfthe person signing and the 
^gf^' if ^**ch capacity is not obvious fiom reading this po\t^rJ: 




(14.12.98) 



ZCU^JC Date: /^//^/ff 

John Paul BRAINARD Day/ Month/ Year 



Form PCT/Nlodcl of general power of anomey (for several international applications) (July 1992) 



PATENT COOPEF^TION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTrtORIT^ 



To: TIMOTHY E. NIEDNAGEL -pu^ -^"^"^^fsM^ 
BARNES & THORNBURG ^-TiCh) 
1 1 SOUTH MERIDIAN STREET ?Ja- i 

PKir*! ATsJ A POT TQ FKI Af%0(\A rt^'^?. 

BABNES*. THORNBURG 


^ — """NOTIglGATTON OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
^.T»E INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 


^^^mS^r) 1 J MAY 199^ 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
5588-61111 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


International filing date 
(day /month/year) 

09 OCTOBER 1998 


Applicant 
ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 



1. 1 x| The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
FlUng of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see tiie notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 



2. The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 

I— I Article 17(2Xa) to that efifect is transmitted herewith. 



3. 1 I Widi regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ &e protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to fonvard the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 




no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



4. Further action(9): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from tiie priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. If 
the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the tnteraational application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis I and 90 to 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 mondis from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months fit>m the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months fiom the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase before 
all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the priority 
date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Commiuioner of Pitenti and Trademuks 
Box PCT 

Wuhington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


IjAuthorizcd officer # j ^ 
If^STEVEN STEPHAN^7^0^^<^ 

|l Telephone No. (703) 308-2628 ^ 


Form PCT/ISAy220 (January 1994)* 


(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



PAIENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
5588-61111 


FOR FURTHER Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
09 OCTOBER 1998 


(Earliest) Priority Date (fiay/monShJyear) 
10 OCTOBER 1997 


Applicant 

ROBrNSON NUGENT, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of ^^^sheets. 

I x| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (Sec Box 1). 

2. I I Unity of invention is lacking (See Box 11). 



□ The international application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the 
international search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 

I I filed with the international application. 

[ I furnished by the applicant separately firom the international application, 

r~| but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include matter 
going beyond the disclosure in the intemational application as filed. 

I I transcribed by this Authority. 



4, With regard to the title. | x| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[ I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I 1 the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears 

in Box ni. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this 

intemational search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No. J as suggested by the applicant. J— j ^^^^ figures. 

[ I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheetXJuly 1992)* 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Internationa! application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(6) :H01R 13/62, 13/648 

US CL :439/159, 607, 541.5 
According to International Pa tent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

a FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

U.S. : 439/159, 607. 541,5, 64. 160, 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents arc included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



A,P 
A.P 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 5,795,190 A(ONO) 18 August 1998 (18,08.98) see the entire 
document. 

US 5,791,920 A (TOMIOKA et al) 11 AUGUST 1998 (11.08.98), 
see the entire document. 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-38 



1-38 



I I Furdier documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | Sec patent family annex. 



special emtegohes of cited documenti: 

document defining the general itate of the art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

earlier document publiahed on or after the international filing date 

document which may throw doubti on priority claim(i) or which ii 
cited to establish the pubUcation date of enother citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or other 



document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



later document publisaed after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but ctted to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance, the clamied mvention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

doctmient of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other siich documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same paUnt family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



03 MAY 1999 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



11 MAY 1999 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



I 



thorized officer 



y^uGENE G. byr: 

Icphone No. (70^) 308-4792 




Form PCT/lSA/210 (second sheetXJuly 1992)* 



Pi(S.TENT COOPERATION TREATY 



61^ 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 




To: TIMOTHY E. NIEDNAGEL 
BARNES & THORNBURG 
1 1 SOUTH MERIDIAN STREET 
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46204 

rzri:viD 

NOV ^ 4 1999 

BARNES & THORNSURQ 


PCX 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCX Rule 71.1) 


Date of Mailing * ^ urNi/ j#>/«tf% 
(day/month/year) Q \ f^QV 1999 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
5588-61111 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
09 OCTOBER 1998 


Priority Date (day /month/year) 
10 OCTOBER 1997 


Applicant 
ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 



The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 



Tlie applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices )( Article 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA'US 

CommissionLT (H PaiL'tu> nnd Tradcniurk> 
Box PCT 

Washington. D C 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



Authorized officer 
STEVEN STEPH 

Telephone No. (703) 3 




Form PCT/IPEA/416 (July 1992)* 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: TIMOTHY E. NIEDNAGEL 
BARNES & THORNBURG 
1 1 SOUTH MERIDIAN STREET 
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46204 


PCX 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCX Rule 71.1) 


^day/^2ah^ar) Q 1 NOV 1999 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
5588-61111 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATIQN 


International application No. International filing date (day /month/year) Priority Date (day /month/year) 
PCT/US98/21292 09 OCTOBER 1998 10 OCTOBER 1997 


Applicant 
ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any , established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 



The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices)( Article 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Commissioner oi' Paicius and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington. D C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



Authorized officer 
STEVEN STEPH 

Telephone No. (703) 3i 




Form PCT/lPEA/416 (July 1992)^ 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCX 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
5588-61111 


FOR FURTHER ACTION Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPE A/4 1 6) 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
09 OCTOBER 1998 


Priority date {day/monthfyear) 
10 OCTOBER 1997 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(6): HOIR 13/62, 13/648 and US CI.: 439/159,607,541.5 


Applicant 
ROBINSON NUGENT, INC. 



1. 



This international preliminary examination repon has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total o sheets. 

I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings amended 
— during international preliminaiy examination and/or containing rectifications made before this Authority. 



These annexes consist of a total 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



I 




11 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supponing such statement 

Certain documents cited 



Date of submission of the demand 
12 APRIL 1999 


Dale of completion of this report 
14 JULY 1999 


Nan.e and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Commissioner of Paienis and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington. D C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer / ^^^^ ' \ 

STEVEN STEPHAN CfJrt O 
Telephone No. (703) 308-095^?^J^ ^ / ^ 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (first sheet)(July 1992)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US98/2i292 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of: 

fx] the international application as originally filed. 



[Ic] the description, pages 1-9 



pages NONE 
pages NONE 
pages 



the claims, 



pages 1-38 
pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 
pages 



the drawings, sheets/6g 1-10 



sheets/ftg NONE 



sheets/fig NONE 
sheets/6§ 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
filed with the letter of . 
filed with the letter of 



as originally filed. 

as amended under Article 19. 

filed with the demand. 

filed with the letter of 

filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed. 
, filed with the demand. 
, filed with the letter of _ 
, filed with the letter of _ 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: pages: NONE 



sheets of drawing s/figur e s No. : NONE 



3. 1 — I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
— considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Suppl e m e ntal Box. Additional 



observations below. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
NONE 



IL Priority 



1. I I This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due lo the failure to furnish within the 
' — ' prescribed time limit requested: 

I I copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

I I iranslaiion of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

2. I 1 This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
' — ' has been found invalid. 

Thus for the purpx)se of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (second sheet) (July 1992)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/US98/21292 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. STATEMENT 
Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-36 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Claims 1-36 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 



Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1:36 _ YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-36 meets the criteria set out in PCT ArUcle 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a header 
connector apparanis comprising a body having a dovetail member, an actuator button in operation with the dovetail member, 
and an ejector mechanism configured to eject a card inserted into the body member. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (fifth sheet) (July 1992)* 



